
 

Types of Dental Implants

Dental Implants by Number of Teeth Being Replaced

Single Tooth
Most people only need to replace a  
single tooth. A dental implant offers  
a permanent solution that functions  

like a natural tooth.

Multiple Teeth
Also known as a fixed bridge, this type  
of dental implant is ideal when a few 
teeth next to each other are missing. 

In this case, two dental implants frame 
a center tooth to create a permanent 
bridge that fits better and is stronger 

than a traditional bridge.

Full Arch
This technique replaces all the upper  
or all the bottom teeth at one time  
using multiple dental implants to  

support an entire replacement arch  
of teeth. Again, the replacement  

teeth are permanent and are  
not removable.

Dental implants are artificial tooth roots that hold a crown and are used to replace missing 
teeth. There are two primary ways to categorize dental implants to find the best option for 
your specific needs: by the number of teeth replaced and by the type of procedure used. 

Live life the way 
you want to
with dental implants from an  
AAID-credentialed dentist.
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Where Can I Learn More?
AAID has a website with extensive information from certified dental  
implant experts about everything associated with dental implants. 
Just go to www.aaid-implant.org 

Take a quiz to determine if you are a candidate for dental implants at  
https://connect.aaid-implant.org/quiz-candidate

Like a fingerprint, your mouth is unique. It takes a dentist 
with advanced training and expertise to create the best- 
individualized treatment plan for you and deliver superior  
surgical outcomes. The American Academy of Implant 
Dentistry (AAID) offers leading education and training  
programs for implant dentists. By choosing an AAID-certified 
implant dentist, you know you’re working with an expert 
with extensive education, hands-on training, and expertise 
that will make your dental implant surgery a success.

AAID-Credentialed Implant Experts  
obtain advanced education, training and  
expert evaluations to become AAID-certified.

Find a Qualified Implant Expert

Immediate Load Dental Implants
Also known as same-day implants, immediate-load dental 
implants are an option for people with healthy gums and a 
strong bone structure. In this case, the screw and abutment 
are placed at the same time instead of two separate  
procedures. After the procedure, a temporary crown is set 
for use during the healing period. Once the tissue has healed 
and bone is forming around the implant, the temporary 
crown can be replaced with a permanent one.

Mini Dental Implants
Mini dental implants are thinner than traditional implants 
and are used to stabilize dentures. Once healed, they are 
embedded into the bone and enable dentures to click into 
place, making them more stable and causing less denture 
movement.

All-On-X®

The All-On-X technique replaces a complete upper or lower 
arch of teeth. Multiple dental implants are surgically placed 
in the jaw and covered with temporary teeth. Once the tissue 
has healed and the bone has formed around the implants, a 
permanent arch of teeth is attached to the dental implants.

Endosteal Implants 
Endosteal implants are the most common type of dental 
implant. In this procedure, a screw is anchored into the 
jawbone, forming the implant. Once the area has healed and 
the bone has grown around the screw, an abutment (vertical 
support) is placed onto the screw. Finally, a crown is attached 
to the abutment.  

Subperiosteal Implants 
Subperiosteal implants are an option for people without a 
strong bone structure. Instead of embedding a screw into 
the bone, a subperiosteal implant places a metal framework 
beneath the gum but above the bone. The frame contains a 
post that extends out of the gum and is used once the gum 
fully heals to secure the replacement tooth. Subperiosteal 
implants are permanent but less solid and secure than 
endosteal implants.

Zygomatic Implants 
Zygomatic implants involve a complicated procedure to 
anchor a dental implant into the cheekbone instead of the 
jawbone. This procedure is used less frequently and only for 
people without adequate bone in the upper jaw.

Dental Implants by Type of Procedure


